Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 02160 150129 Z 
55 

ACTION SS-25 
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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 2160 

EXDIS 

CORRECTEDCOPY) PARA 3 LINE 1 1) 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, CS 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITION: ROBERT VESCO - REVOCATION COSTA RICAN 
PASSPORTS 

REF: SAN JOSE 2115 AND VARY- FELDMAN TELCON JUNE 13, 1973 

1. WHEN I PRESENTED NOTE TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER INFORMING HIM OF REVOCATION 
VESCO' S US PASSPORT ( SAN JOSE 21 15), 

I ASKED HIM WHETHER COSTA RICA WOULD 
RESTRICT VESCO' S PROVISIONAL ORDINARY 
COSTA RICAN PASSPORT. FACIO TOLD ME 
AS HE HAD BEFORE ( SAN JOSE 2059) THAT 
WITHOUT ARREST ORDER OR EXTRADITION 
DECISION THERE WAS NO BASIS FOR 
RESTRICTING PASSPORT. ONCE AGAIN HE 
WAS FUZZY ON WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE IS 
AN ARREST ORDER. HE STATES THAT WHAT 
MUST CHANGE IS THE STATUS UNDER WHICH VESCO 
IS ELIGIBLE TO HOLD A COSTA RICAN PASSPORT, 

E. E. RESIDENT ALIEN " RENTISTA". THERE 
IS APPARENTLY NO RULING THAT SOMEONE ON 
WHOM AN ARREST WARRANT IS OUTSTANDING 
CANNOT HOLD A PASSPORT. FACIO IMPLIED THAT IF 
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AFTER TRYING TO ARREST HIM IT IS CLEAR HE IS 

NOT IN COUNTRY, PRESUMPTION MIGHT BE DRAWN HE ABANDONED 

RESIDENT STATUS, I THINK WE WILL HAVE SOME TROUBLE 

EVEN WITH ARREST ORDER GETTING INTERPRETATION 

FOR RESTRICTING PASSPORT. 

2. THERE IS, HOWEVER, ANOTHER FACTOR TO 
WHICH I CALL YOUR ATTENTION. VESCO IS ALSO 

IN POSSESSION OF VALID COSTA RICAN DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT ( SEE NASSAU 1117 OF OCTOBER 27, 1972). 

I ASKED FACIO ABOUT THIS, AND HE WAS CLEARLY 
EMBARRASSED AND DISCOMFITTED. HE SAID ONE 
HAD BEEN ISSUED AND IT WAS STILL VALID. HE 
SAID HE NEVER AUTHORIZED IT AND DID NOT SIGN 
IT. HE MUTTERED ABOUT FIGUERES " DOING 
THINGS THIS WAY". ( FIGUERES GOT A DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT FOR TEJA IN THE FAMOUS INDIAN 
EXTRADITION CASE HERE IN 1969-1970). 

3. PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE THAT THIS DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT 
EXISTS WOULD BE POLITICALLY EMBARRASSING 

TO GOCR. SINCE FACIO AND FIGUERES KNOW 
WE KNOW, IF IT LEAKS THEY WILL ACCUSE US 
OF LEAKING IT AND JUST MAKE OUR PROBLEM 
HERE THAT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT. THEREFORE, 

WE SHOULD BE CAREFUL THAT WE DO NOT LEAK 

THIS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEIR KNOWING 

WE KNOW IS ALSO ANOTHER STRING TO OUR 

PSYCHOLOGICAL BOW . IN ANY CASE I THINK WE 

SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER WE 

HAVE BASIS FOR FORMALLY ASKING THAT THEY 

REVOKE THE DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT. IT IS AFTER ALL A GREAT 

ASSET IN VESCO' S HANDS AND THERE IS NO VISIBLE 

JUSTIFICATION FOR HIS HOLDING IT. I WOULD APPRECIATE 

DEPT' S VIEWS ON THIS POINT. IF IT APPEARS 

DESIRABLE TO REQUEST ITS REVOCATION, I WOULD THEN 

WISH TO ASK THAT TIMING AND FORM BE LEFT TO ME GIVEN THE 

GREAT DELICACY OF THE POINT LOCALLY. 

VAKY 
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